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face repainted to suit his own vulgar fancy,
the fine invention of a sculptor, and to
bring the audience close enough to the
play to hear every inflection of the voice.
A mask never seems but a dirty face, and
no matter how close you go is yet a work
of art; nor shall*we lose by stilling the
movement of the features, for deep feeling
is expressed by a movement of the whole
body. In poetical painting and in sculp-
ture the face seems the nobler for lacking
curiosity, alert attention, all that we sum
up under the famous word of the realists
" vitality." It is even possible that being
is only possessed completely by the dead,
and that it is some knowledge of this that
makes us gaze with so much emotion upon
the face of the Sphinx or of Buddha. Who
can forget the face of Chaliapine as the
Mogul King in Prince Igor, when a mask
covering its upper portion made him seem
like a Phoenix at the end of its thousand
wise years, awaiting in condescension the
burning nest, and what did it not gain
from that immobility in dignity and in
power ?